
Frequently Asked Questions   
 
 

Q  What is TPL? 

A Third-party liability (TPL) refers to the responsibility of insurance other than Medicaid to pay for 

medial claims. Medicaid is always the payer of last resort, which means that Medicaid will not pay 

a claim for which other insurance may be responsible until the third party has been billed.  For the 

most part, this means providers are responsible for billing third parties before billing Medicaid. 

 

Q  What type of insurance is considered TPL? 

A  Private health insurance, Medicare, Employment related health insurance, Medical support from 

non-custodial parents, Long-term care insurance, Court judgments or settlements from a liable 

insurer, State worker’s compensation and First party probate-estate recoveries.  
 

Q Am I eligible for Medicaid if I have third party coverage?  

A Yes. 

 

Q  What are the beneficiary’s responsibilities?   
    

� Furnish providers and Medicaid with third party insurance information. 

� Give providers both Medicaid and health insurance benefit cards at time of service. 

� Notify Medicaid of any changes to third party coverage. 

 

Q How long does it take to update the TPL policy file?  

A  Upon receipt and verification of documentation of lapse date the policy file is updated within one 

to five days.  

 

 

 


